Hello,

Welcome to Fall!

I know this is a long email with a lot of links.  They all will not apply to you.  Please scan through them and be aware of the information that does apply to you and is available.

Thank you .  Please let us know if we can be of assistance to you.  We want you to succeed.  Remember that tutoring is available.  

Susan

Susan D. Wilson

Asst. Site Director 

Old Dominion University 
               in Partnership with Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center 
               and Virginia Highlands Community College

PO Box 1987 --One Partnership Circle
Abingdon VA 24212

Phone: 276.619.4319
Fax: 276.619.4309
Emails: swjackso@odu.edu
          or swilson@Swcenter.edu 
          or sjackson@swcenter.edu
The main number for the SVHEC is 276.619.4300.  

New Student Orientation

Thursday, August 26, 2010     6 pm
Below are individual video clips of orientation topics. These are helpful for new students in Distance Learning to learn about the various requirements and resources at Old Dominion University.  The orientation Videos can be viewed from the links below. You will need the QuickTime player installed on your computer. Please view these clips prior to orientation.

· Blackboard Introduction 

· Career Management 

· Finance Orientation 

· Financial Aid Orientation 

· Library Orientation 

· Student Resources Orientation 

· Testing Center Orientation 

· Transfer Services Orientation 

· Online Student Orientation
· Video Streaming
Register for Classes  |

Survival Guide  | 
Orientation For New Students   |

 Links | 

 Schedule Fall 2010  |  

 Newsletters
· Remember: Tutoring is available!  See Connie Estep for more information.

· Testing/Assessment Requirements

Undergraduate Students
All degree-seeking undergraduate students must take the following tests/assessments in order to fulfill graduation requirements: You may come in and take the Writing Sample Placement Test (WSPT) by hand, or you can use the registration below and take the WSPT by computer.  If the WSPT is a pre-req. to classes you need to enroll in, you may prefer the handwritten version.  Let me know what time is going to be good for you. 

_______________________________________________________

Writing Sample Placement Test
All entering undergraduate degree-seeking students, including transfer students (with or without credit for freshmen composition) must pass the Writing Sample Placement Test (WSPT). Transfer students will use WSPT scores for diagnostic purposes. Transfer students who do not pass the WSPT must meet with a writing center counselor (over the telephone) to form a plan of action to correct writing deficiencies before registering for the second semester. Transfer students are required to pass the Writing Sample Placement test (WSPT) before the end of their second semester. This policy was developed to ensure that all students have the writing skills to successfully complete the Exit Exam, a graduation requirement. 

Registration details and test dates/details are announced by your site or campus representative. For more information, visit http://studentaffairs.odu.edu/writingcenter/.   
 WSPT Registration Process 
This registration process is for use by transfer students who are not registered for a Preview session (either on campus or online) presented through Orientation/Preview under the Office of New Student and Parent Programs. If you are registered for a Preview session, do not use this link. You are to take the test within your respective Preview section. 

In order to register to take the Writing Sample Placement Test, send an email message to wspt@odu.edu.

You will be added to an Organization in Blackboard specifically designed to accommodate the testing process. In order to expedite processing, we have established two organizations. One organization (WSPT for Transfer Students) has been opened for those students attending classes on the main campus. The other organization (WSPT for TTN Transfer Students) has been opened for students attending classes at TTN sites as well as the Higher Education Centers. 

To ensure your registration is complete, use the format below to submit your message. Make certain that you select the appropriate organization for your student status. Incomplete registrations will not be processed. 

TO: wspt@odu.edu 

Subject: wspt registration 

Message: Please register me for the WSPT for TTN Transfer Students through Blackboard

Name: __________________ 

User Name (as reflected in Midas) ________________ 

Please add me to the organization indicated below 

WSPT for TTN Transfer Students 

Registrations for the test are processed three times per week. Once you have sent your email message for registration, you should expect to see the organization appear under “my professional learning” on your Blackboard page. Expect the process to take three working days, so plan accordingly. 

The scoring process for exams takes approximately two weeks. You should return to the organization to check your score two weeks after taking the test. 

As a reminder, first semester transfer students must take the test prior to or during their first semester of classes. If a student does not pass the exam, he/she must make an appointment to review the exam with a counselor at the Writing Center (757-683-4112). These actions should be completed prior to the opening of registration for the following semester in order to avoid registration holds being placed on accounts. 

Students completing their second semester of classes must pass the WSPT prior to the end of the semester in order to avoid registration difficulties for the third semester.

_______________________________________________________

Exit Examination of Writing Proficiency
All undergraduate degree-seeking students, including those students who are seeking a second baccalaureate degree, must register for, take and pass the University's Exit Examination of Writing Proficiency prior to the date of graduation. Students should take the exam as soon as they have accumulated 58 semester hours of credit and the credit hours appear on the official transcript, usually at the end of the semester in which the hours are completed. Students must have passed the WSPT and the equivalent to English 110C before taking the Exit Exam. The Exit Exam is usually given at Distance Learning sites on the third Saturday of each month except December. You must register online prior to this exam.  This is an item that does not need to wait until your last semester but that you can work on and complete much earlier.  Plan ahead and don’t let this be what keeps you from graduating on time.
On-line registration for this examination is encouraged, but please let your campus representative/site director know that you have registered. Register on-line here: http://studentaffairs.odu.edu/writingcenter/.

Registration details and test dates/details are announced by your site or campus representative. For more information, visit http://studentaffairs.odu.edu/writingcenter/.

_______________________________________________________

Senior Assessment for TELETECHNET/Distance Learning Seniors
Old Dominion has developed an institution-wide plan to assess the quality of its undergraduate experience. Degree-seeking students must take this on-line assessment after applying for graduation and during their last semester of study at Old Dominion University. To access this survey on-line, please visit: http://www.odu.edu/ao/ira/assessment/seniordlp.shtml
_______________________________________________________
Graduate Students
Graduate Student Satisfaction Survey
Old Dominion has developed an institution-wide plan to assess the quality of its graduate academic degree programs. In addition, students are asked to assess their experience with support services, University administration, and other aspects of the University experience. Degree-seeking graduate students in their final semester may take this survey on-line at: http://www.odu.edu/ao/ira/assessment/graduate.shtml.

_______________________________________________________
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Degree & Certificate Programs  
                                 What can I do with this degree?
 
Recommended Courses for Transfer
 from the Virginia Community College System

Career Management Center is active with ODU Distance Learning students.  Please visit their website for additional services available 
to you as ODU students or alumni.
                                 
Career Assistance
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 Career Experience
Career Tools       350 Career Videos
_______________________________________________________

Undergraduate Majors

College of Arts & Letters

· Communication - Professional Comm (BS) 

· Criminal Justice (BS) 

· IDS - Professional Writing (BS) 

· IDS - Teacher Prep - Primary/Elementary Education (BS) 

· IDS - Teacher Prep - Special Education (BS) 

College of Business & Public Administration
· Accounting (BSBA) 

· Finance (BSBA) 

· Information Systems & Technology (BSBA) 

· Management (BSBA) 

· Marketing (BSBA) 

College of Education
· Human Services (BS) 

· Occupational & Technical Studies - Industrial Tech Emphasis (BS) 

· Occupational & Technical Studies - Technology Education Emphasis (BS) 

· Occupational & Technical Studies - Training Specialist Emphasis (BS) 

College of Engineering & Technology
· Civil Engineering Technology (BSET) 

· Electrical Engineering Technology - Computer Technology (BSET) 

· Electrical Engineering Technology - Electrical Systems Tech (BSET) 

· General Engineering Technology - Electromechanical Systems (BSET) 

· Mechanical Engineering Technology - Manufacturing Systems & Mech. System Des. (BSET) 

College of Health Sciences
· Dental Hygiene (BSDH) 

· Health Sciences - Health Services Administration Concentration (BSHS) 

· Health Sciences - Human Services minor (BSHS) 

· Nursing - RN to BSN (BSN) 

College of Sciences
· Computer Science (BSCS) 

_______________________________________________________

Undergraduate Minors

College of Arts & Letters

· Criminal Justice 

College of Business & Public Administration
· Accounting 

· Business Administration 

· Finance 

· Information Systems & Technology 

· Management 

· Marketing 

College of Education
· Human Services 

· Special Education 

· Training and Development 

College of Engineering & Technology
· Civil Engineering Technology - Construction 

· Civil Engineering Technology - Geomatics 

· Electrical Engineering Technology 

· Engineering Management 

· Mechanical Engineering Technology 

College of Health Sciences
· Community Health 

College of Sciences
· Computer Science 

· Psychology 

_______________________________________________________

Student Resources

Academic Resources

· Academic calendar and schedules 
· Bookstore  

· Course evaluations 

· Library 
· Submitting assignments 

· Testing and assessment procedures/requirements 

· Tests and exams 
Classroom Policies at Sites
· Attendance policies for distance learning students 
· Classroom etiquette 
· Inclement weather policy 
· Videotape checkout/tape requests 
· Visitors in class policy
Student Services- Campus Offices
· Admissions 
· Career Management 
· Educational Accessibility 

· Experiential Learning 
· Financial Aid 
· Office of Computing and Communications Services 

· Office of Finance 
· Registrar's Office 
· Women's Center
Other Student Services and Resources
· Transcripts 
· ID Cards 
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_______________________________________________________

Advising Tools

Use the following advising tools to guide you throughout your academic path:

Planning & Getting Started

· Distance Learning New Student Orientation 

· Best Practices when taking Televised, Two-way, and Video Streaming Courses 

· Best Practices when taking Online and Hybrid Courses
· Monarch Transfermation (database of transferred courses to Old Dominion University) 
· Transcript evaluations 
· Writing placement test 
Current Students
· Curriculum Sheets 
· Long Range Schedules 
· University Catalog 
· Upper Division General Education requirement (Clusters) 

· Grade forgiveness 
· Registration for courses 
· Adding and dropping courses 
· Probation and Suspension 
· Academic planning/Long-range schedules
Graduating
· Exit Exam of Writing Proficiency 
· Senior Assessment Survey/Graduate Student Satisfaction Survey  

· Graduation procedures 
_______________________________________________________

Online Tools

Use the following online tools to manage your course schedule and academic experience: 

· Best Practices when taking Televised, Two-way, and Video Streaming Courses 

· Best Practices when taking Online and Hybrid Courses
· Blackboard 
· Career Management 

· Course Evaluation System 

· Course Schedules 

· Effective Use of PowerPoint in Classroom Tutorial [image: image5.png]



· Faculty-Student Communication System (FSCS) 
· Leo Online 

· Online Student Orientation 

· PVX Installation Instructions [image: image6.png]



· Student Email/Netware Accounts 
· Technical Assistance 
· Video Streaming 

_______________________________________________________

· Transfer Student Resource Center 
	· Policies & Resources 
Transfer Student Policies & Resources
· ODU Guaranteed Admissions Agreement with VCCS
· General Education Requirements 

· Monarch Transfermation
Look up transfer equivalencies online!

· Experiential Learning
· PREVIEW/Orientation
· Placement Testing ( University Testing Center) 

· University Assessment 

· University Catalog 
· Degree Evaluation 

The DegreeWorks degree evaluation tool in LEO Online is designed to assist advisors and students with course planning, measuring progress toward program completion, and curriculum advising. The degree evaluation is based on catalog term and indicates degree requirement conditions that are "met" and "not met" by analyzing a student's grades and GPA, credit hours, and completed course work against University, college, and departmental requirements for specific courses/majors/programs. General Education, minor and cluster requirements can also be included in the degree evaluation.

Degree Evaluation Report
A degree evaluation report is not an official evaluation, is subject to modification, and does not replace any requirements listed in the University Catalog.

At this time, substitutions are being implemented into the DegreeWorks tool. 

All substitutions and waivers that have been authorized or approved for a student must be submitted to the Registrar's Office and loaded into the student information system before they will be reflected in a student's degree evaluation report. 

What-If Analysis
A "what-if" analysis may be run to assist students who want to know the effect of changing their major or minor. NOTE: Students whose major is undeclared or "intended" must use the What-If analysis to run a degree evaluation. These students should meet with the academic advisor for their major(s) to ensure that they are officially declared into a degree program. 

How to Run an Evaluation
For instructions to run a degree evaluation or a what-if analysis, please see Accessing DegreeWorks.

Students or advisors using the tool who find discrepancies, errors, or omissions should report them via e-mail to DegreeAudit@odu.edu, with your name, UIN, and a detailed description of the issue(s).  
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· From a 4-Year University? 
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	· Curriculum Sheets 
· Monarch TRANSFERmation 
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_______________________________________________________

· From a 2-Year College? 
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	· VCCS Transfer Guide: 2009 catalog and prior 
· VCCS Transfer Guide: 2010-2011 catalog 

· VCCS Curriculum Sheets 


_______________________________________________________

· Experiential Learning & Testing 

Undergraduate Catalog Overview
These policies appear on pp. 55-56 in Old Dominion University's 2008-09 Undergraduate Catalog.  Five experimential options are listed in the catalog; the four appearing below are the most frequently requested:

Experiential Learning Credit Options at the Undergraduate Level
     Old Dominion University offers a program for assessing college-level knowledge gained through work, life experience and self-study prior to attempting a specific ODU course. Students may initiate assessment of prior learning through a variety of assessment tools, including departmental examinations, portfolios, external examinations, performance assessment, or documented training programs, as determined by academic departments. The program, Experiential Learning, facilitates the assessment of such learning. A student may earn a maximum of 60 semester hours at the undergraduate level through experiential learning credit. However, in unusual situations when a student can demonstrate a more extensive knowledge base that would be applicable to a degree program, the student can apply to the Office of Experiential Learning for an exception to the 60-credit-hour maximum. The director will forward suitable requests to the appropriate department. Experiential learning credit may be granted through the following mechanisms:

1. External Examinations. Satisfactory scores on the College-Level Examination Program (CLEP), Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES), International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced Placement (AP) and professional certification examinations evaluated by the American Council of Education (ACE) for college-level credit. It is strongly recommended that students who wish to challenge particular courses do so through CLEP or DANTES examinations for which Old Dominion University awards academic credit. Qualifying scores through the Advanced Placement Examinations Program or Admissions Testing Program of the Educational Testing Service (ETS) are approved by departments. CLEP, DANTES, AP and IB scores received should be reported to the Office of Admissions. 

2. Departmental Examinations. Upon approval of the chair or dean (designee) of the college in which the course is offered, a student may take a comprehensive examination in an academic course in which he or she can demonstrate proficiency and upon passing the examination receive credit for that course. A request for testing should be made through the Experiential Learning Office, which forwards the request to the chair of the department involved. A course may be tested through departmental examination one time only. 

3. Credit for Training. Military and professional training is evaluated and recommended for college credit by the American Council on Education (ACE).  The relevant academic department will recommend specific academic credit for posting to the student's record. 

4. Portfolio Development. Upon approval of the chair or dean (designee) of the college in which the course is offered, a student may develop a portfolio for a course or courses offered by Old Dominion University to gain college-level credit. Portfolios are submitted to the director of experiential learning.

The following regulations for experiential learning credit will apply: 

1. All experiential learning options will be granted with credit. 

2. Experiential learning credit will be granted upon the written recommendation of the chair of the department or designated faculty assessor having jurisdiction over the courses involved with the chair's approval. 

3. The applicability of experiential learning credit toward specific degree program requirements is subject to departmental approval. 

4. A student may not fail a course at Old Dominion University and later receive credit for the same course through an experiential learning option. 

5. A student may not enroll in a course for credit or audit at Old Dominion University and subsequently seek credit through an experiential learning option. 

6. No letter grades will be entered on the student's transcript for experiential learning credit; this credit will be treated in the same way as transfer credit: a "P" (Pass) will be assigned and it will not count in the student's grade point average. 

7. A student must request experiential learning credit as early as possible upon admission to degree status. 

8. Experiential learning credit does not count toward the University's residency requirement. A student earning experiential credit must meet the minimum residency requirements of 25 percent of the total number of credits required for the degree at Old Dominion University, which shall include 12 residency hours of upper-level courses in the department of the declared major. The student should be aware that some program residency requirements exceed the University minimum residency requirements. 

9. A student in a certificate or endorsement area may earn a maximum of six credit hours through experiential learning credit to apply to a certificate, endorsement or teacher licensure program. Experiential learning hours gained in these programs would be applicable to approved degree programs at Old Dominion University. In an approved undergraduate degree program, a student who has previously earned six credit hours of experiential learning credit for a certificate area may be eligible to attempt additional experiential learning credit toward a degree program.

     The privilege of seeking experiential learning credit is available to both full-time and part-time degree status students only. A student should consult with the degree program advisor, site director, distance learning representative, and the Office of Experiential Learning at the beginning of his or her academic career at Old Dominion University to determine how experiential learning may be applicable to the degree. For further information, visit the Experiential Learning web site at www.uc.odu.edu/elt.
     For information about experiential learning options for graduate students, please see the section of the Graduate Catalog on Experiential Learning Credit Options at the Graduate Level.

Procedures for Portfolio Development
Students wishing to receive academic credit through portfolio development should do the following:

· Consult the Office of Experiential Learning for guidelines on preparing a portfolio documenting "experiential learning" experiences relating to the course for which credit is sought. 

· Submit the portfolio to the Office of Experiential Learning and include appropriate fees. 

· The director will review the portfolio and forward it to the appropriate department chair for evaluation. 

· The department chair, or a designated faculty assessor(s), will examine the portfolio and determine an award of credit. The decision will be forwarded to the director who will then notify the student and the University Registrar of the results. 

     If the conclusion for the portfolio assessment process results in a negative decision of the award of credit, a student may appeal the decision to the college having the responsibility for the course(s) for which credit is sought. The basis for a portfolio assessment appeal is the student's charge that the assessment decision was awarded through prejudice or caprice. The burden of proof rests with the student.
     Students must initiate appeals in writing within three weeks of receiving the completed portfolio evaluation form. The appeal must be written to the director.
The director will forward the appeal letter to the appropriate department chair. The chair will review the student's appeal. The chair will get input from the student and from the faculty assessor and may form an independent committee to review the appeal. The chair makes the decision on the validity of the appeal. If the chair concludes there is no cause for complaint, the student has the right to appeal to the dean of the college.
     If the faculty assessor is the chair, the student may go directly to the dean. The dean will follow the procedures as outlined above. The decision of the dean of the college is final.

Experiential Learning Fees
     Students participating in the Experiential Learning program are responsible for assessment fees as follows: 

1. External Examination
- Students are responsible for the testing fees for external examinations such as CLEP and DANTES, and should check with the Testing Center at Old Dominion University for fee information. There is no additional experiential learning assessment fee for the granting of academic credit for external examinations. 

2. Departmental Examination
- The experiential learning assessment fee is equal to 30% of the current approved in-state on-campus rate for undergraduate and graduate courses. 

3. Training Evaluation
- The type of training determines the experiential learning assessment fee for training evaluations. For example, Old Dominion University already articulates military training, and therefore, there is no additional experiential learning assessment fee for the granting of academic credit. The assessment fee for training not previously evaluated by Old Dominion University is equal to 20% of the current approved in-state on-campus rate for undergraduate and graduate courses. For information about training programs that have been evaluated by Old Dominion University, see the Experiential Learning web site at www.uc.odu.edu/elt. 

4. Portfolio
- A one-time workshop materials fee. 
- Portfolio assessment fee equal to 50% of the current approved in-state on-campus rate for undergraduate and graduate courses.

     Fees are based on the credit hours attempted and are not refundable if the student does not receive credit as a result of the evaluation. There is no appeal of the fee charge. The fees must be paid at the time the student submits the completed portfolio, departmental examination or training documentation for evaluation.
     For more information call (757) 683-3697, visit the web site at www.uc.odu.edu/elt or email universitytesting@odu.edu.

_______________________________________________________

Tau Sigma Honor Society
Events 

Benefits 

Minutes 

Officers 

Membership 

National Site 
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Welcome to the home of Tau Sigma the National Honor Society for transfer students.

The mission of Tau Sigma shall be to recognize the academic achievement of students transferring to Old Dominion University from another academic institution and to encourage and promote involvement at ODU, especially in activities and programs that assist other transfer students in making a successful transition.

Please feel free to check our website out to find out more about our group.

FALL 2010/SPRING 2011 
Member Meeting agendas (see right menu for dates and location information):
· September: Introduction to Tau Sigma, year planning, Homecoming 

· October: Considering graduate school?

· November: Health and Wellness with the SRC

· December: no member meeting this month.  Be on the lookout for social activities and community services opportunities!

· January: Getting motivated!

· February: Elections and stress management 

· March: Internships and job-hunting strategies
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______________________________________________________

	AUGUST

	28 
	Fall classes begin (Saturday)
Deadline to apply for in-state tuition rates for Fall 2010 classes

	30 
	FALL TUITION DEADLINE (Monday) 


	SEPTEMBER

	3 
	Last day to DROP a course with no grade assigned (Session 1 classes) (Friday)
Last day to DROP and receive full tuition refund or credit (Session 1 classes (Friday) 

	4 
	Beginning of period to withdraw with grade "W" assigned for Session 1 classes (no instructor signature required) (Saturday) 

	6 
	Labor Day Holiday (no classes) (Monday)

	7 
	Last day to register or ADD classes (Session 1 and 2 classes) (Tuesday)
Last day to designate a course for audit or pass/fail credit or exercise any other grade option (Tuesday)

	10 
	Last day to withdraw and receive one-half tuition refund or credit (Friday) 


	OCTOBER

	9-12
	Fall Holiday (no classes) (Saturday-Tuesday)


	NOVEMBER

	 9
	Last day to withdraw from Session 1 classes without instructor's signature (grade "W" assigned) (Tuesday)

	15-19 
	Spring 2011 pre-registration (electronic time ticket required) (Monday-Friday)

	20 
	Spring 2011 open registration begins (no time ticket required) (Saturday)

	24-28 
	Thanksgiving Holiday (no classes) (Wednesday-Sunday)

	29 
	Deadline to apply for May 2011 graduation (Monday) 


	DECEMBER

	10
	Classes end (Friday)

	11
	Exams begin (Saturday)

	17 
	Exams end (Friday)
Approved, completed copies of masters' theses due in Registrar's Office for December 2010 graduates 

	18 
	Fall Commencement (Saturday) 
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